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BOOK REVIEWS 

History of early relations between the United States and China, 1784- 
1844. By Kenneth Scott Latourette, [Transactions of the Connec- 
ticut academy of arts and science, volume 22, pages 1-209] (New 
Haven: Yale university press, 1917. 209 p.) 
This monograph was evidently written as a doctor's thesis at Yale uni- 
versity. It represents, therefore, the results of a careful study of a 
wide range of material, organized with scholarly accuracy and judgment. 
It should be welcomed as a sound contribution to our knowledge of an 
interesting phase of the history both of the United States and of China. 

The first three chapters deal with the American trade with China be- 
tween 1784 and 1838. They contain a large amount of detailed informa- 
tion about the origin and development of this profitable commerce. Here 
will be found facts and figures dealing with the trade in tea and silk, in 
furs and sandlewood, information about the early merchants and skippers 
and some of their famous voyages, about the part played by different 
American ports, and the conditions at Canton in the pre-treaty days ; and 
on page 78 a valuable footnote sketches the history of the United States 
tariff on Chinese goods to 1844. The fourth chapter studies the begin- 
nings of American missionary work in China. Here again will be found 
many interesting and hard-won facts. The first American missionaries 
arrived in 1830, although Americans had been much interested in the 
work of the pioneer British missionary, Robert Morrison, since 1807. 
In 1832 the Chinese repository, that mine of information, was first is- 
sued. A year later, S. Wells Williams, sinologue and diplomat, arrived, 
and in 1835 Dr. Peter Parker, the first medical missionary, entered upon 
his work. The last chapter covers the critical years of 1839-1844 which 
saw the opium controversy develop into a war between Great Britain 
and China, resulting in the epochal treaty of Nanking. The United 
States followed up the success of Great Britain, and Caleb Cushing ne- 
gotiated the treaty of Shanghai in 1844. In this connection a usual 
error is repeated, namely that Cushing 's treaty introduced the principle 
of extraterritoriality in China. The principle, in vague form, was found 
in the early Russian treaties, and was inserted in the general regulations, 
1843, which supplemented the Nanking treaty. In fact, the grant of 
extraterritoriality was probably made during the negotiations in 1842. 
Cushing should be given credit, however, for drafting the clauses so care- 
fully that his treaty was taken as a standard until the revision of 1858. 
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The value of this study lies in the amount of detailed information which 
is rendered available. The author has made few generalizations, but he 
has gathered the materials from which generalizations may be drawn. 
The special student will greatly appreciate the fifty-five pages of bib- 
liography. In addition to printed works there is a considerable list of 
manuscript logs, journals and correspondence. Generally a few words 
of comment are appended, and in the case of rarer works the library 

where a copy was found is mentioned. 

Payson J. Treat 

Mexico's dilemma. By Carl Ackerman. (New York: George H. Doran 
company, 1918. 281 p. $1.50 net) 

Mr. Ackerman has demonstrated the futility of ephemeral books on 
Mexico. Primarily intended for a public not wholly surfeited with war 
dispatches, his chapters formed suitable articles for the popular weekly 
in which they first appeared but hardly justify a more permanent form. 
His revelations concerning German propaganda are overdrawn neither 
from the standpoint of official connivance at the capital nor bribery of 
labor leaders at Tampico and other industrial centers. Indeed, the au- 
thor might go further in his charges of German intrigue and associate 
the famous "Article twenty-seven" of the present Mexican constitution 
with the machinations of the former ambassador, Von Eckhard. The 
author has not overemphasized the pro-German bias of the army officers 
in Mexico, many of whom were actually Germans, but to this factor he 
might have attributed more strongly certain Germanophile manifestations 
of Carranza. The fact that the United States was on the side of the 
allies, however, will explain many of these same manifestations. 

The book will prove acceptable to some readers who shortly expect to 
see the American boundary pushed from the Rio Grande to the Panuco, 
or far enough below the last named river to include the oil fields. It is 
needless to add that such aggression would have a most unfortunate effect 
on our Pan-American relations. Fortunately its sponsors are few and 
their selfish interests, readily discernible, form the best antidote to their 
ill-considered views. The author's account of railroad conditions is true 
to form, despite subsequent official denial elsewhere. Travel in Mexico 
today is no mere holiday jaunt, although the chances favor the traveler. 
The illustrations, particularly the caricatures, are timely and for Ameri- 
can readers will have more than momentary interest. The constitution of 
1917, given in the appendix, translated by Mr. H. N. Branch, is in a 
more usable edition in the Annals of the American academy of political 
and social science for May, 1917. The book is of the snapshot type that 

has little permanent historical value. 

I. J. Cox 



